To COLLECTED POEMS, 1940
I have taken the opportunity of the publication of this one-
volume collection of my poetry, in succession to the two-
volume New York edition which has recently gone out of
print, to make some modifications of contents. Apart from
single short poems included and excluded for various
reasons, I have omitted the poetical Indian drama, *' The
King's Wife/* which was included in A Bardic Pilgrimage,
not from necessity of space, but because it will find its
.appropriate place, as a drama that has been performed in a
number of Indian languages, in a collection of my plays that
will follow this volume.
I retain in this collection, however, the short verse-play
*' The Sleep of the King," because, though it was the first
item of the first organized indigenous company of the Irish
dramatic revival (1902), its true spiritual location is that given
it in this volume in the middle of a trilogy of poems express-
ing, in terms of Irish legend, my vision of the emergence of
the Soul of the Universe, in " The Going Forth of Dana";
the call of the spiritual life to the Soul in incarnation, in
* 'The Sleep of the King '*; and the culmination of the Soul's
experience in the union of its outer and inner aspects, in
'" The Marriage of Lir and Niav," When there came my way
some time later a new translation from the Irish of the story of
the descent of Etain, the Celtic Psyche, from the inmost world
of the spirit, through the midway realm of the Gods, to the
outer world of Eire, and her recall to her true spiritual state,
I could not resist the temptation to another imaginative
pilgrimage around the inevitable cycle of life, particularly as
the story, being psychological rather than cosmic, took me
nearer to the intimacies of the individual human spirit in its
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